
Reading Group Guide

1.	 The first known time-travel story appeared in the 
year 720, in a Japanese book called the Nihongi, and many 
other writers since then have explored the concept. What 
do you think is the reason for the enduring appeal of time-
travel stories?

2.	 Stephen Hawking, in his essay “How to Build a Time 
Machine,” says: “Time travel was once considered scien-
tific heresy. I used to avoid talking about it for fear of being 
labeled a crank. But these days I’m not so cautious… I do 
believe in time travel.” Does knowing that noted physicists 
like Hawking accept the fact of time as a fourth dimension 
make the whole idea of time travel seem more believable to 
you, or do you feel it’s all a fantasy?

3.	 Fergal says of Daniel: “Knowing that the battle will not 
end the way he wishes does not make it any less worthwhile 
to fight.” Daniel stays committed to his cause and to his 
kinsmen, even though it puts himself and those he loves in 
harm’s way. Do you find this noble or naive?

4.	 Claire is able to meet her grandparents as young people 
and be present at the moment they first met. What moment 

RoseGarden.indd   438 8/10/11   2:30 PM



The Rose Garden 439

in your own family history would you like to witness if 
you could?

5.	 Katrina remains an unseen extra character throughout 
the story. How do you think she influences Eva’s actions, 
and where did you sense this most strongly?

6.	 Eva’s appearance is never described in the novel, except 
for the length of her hair. Did you notice this? Did it affect 
your ability to “see” her? Why do you think that the author 
chose not to describe her?

7.	 What do you think is likely to be the biggest challenge 
for Eva in her new life; the biggest adjustment she’ll have to 
make? What would you find most difficult about living in the 
early eighteenth century?

8.	 One of the reasons that some scientists, including 
Hawking, think that time travel to the past is less likely to 
happen and more problematic than travel to the future, has 
to do with paradoxes and the problems they create: the 
chance that a time traveler might meet a former version of 
himself or somehow change the way the future is meant 
to happen. In The Rose Garden, Daniel dismisses this idea 
outright. His view is that nothing Eva does in the past can 
change the future, and her own experience seems to bear 
this out. What did you think of this departure from the usual 
rules of time travel? How did you feel about Daniel’s belief 
that our lives are predestined, that what happens to us is just 
meant to happen?
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9.	 In the past, Fergal steps in to become Eva’s mentor and 
confidant. Which character do you think fills these roles in 
the present? 

10.	Even though she knew what Eva was going through, 
Claire purposely stayed out of things and didn’t interfere. Do 
you think she took the right approach? Is there any way she 
could have made things easier for Eva? How might the story 
have changed if she’d been more involved?

11.	The love scenes in this book (and in all of Susanna 
Kearsley’s books) are decidedly G-rated. Do you like this 
approach, or do you prefer the bedroom door to be left 
open? Can a love story with no sex still be sexy?

12.	The historical account of the attempt to raise a Jacobite 
rebellion force in Cornwall is true, and the events of the past 
story are played out against an actual historical timeline, even 
using some real people, like the traitorous Colonel Maclean. 
Does it change the way you read a story when you know that 
some of the events really happened? Do you find it a strength 
or a weakness in fiction?

13.	Do you think historical fiction is a valid and useful way 
of learning about history? Were there any bits of history you 
learned from this book that you didn’t know before?

14.	Apart from her feelings for Daniel, why do you think 
Eva felt more at home in the past than the present? Did you 
notice any differences in the way she fit into or was treated 
in the two different Trelowarths?
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15.	At the end of the book, Eva is very certain and confident 
that she and Daniel will be able to build a life together in the 
past. Do you share her confidence? What qualities do you 
think she and Daniel each bring to the relationship that will 
help make it a success?

For additional reading group guides, please visit  
www.sourcebooks.com/readingguides
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